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SUMMER SCHOOL FOR LIBRARY 
TRAINING 

A Summer School for Library Training 
will be conducted by the Library Division 
of the Department of Education at the Uni- 
versity, June 20-July 30, 1921. 

The course is open to librarians of public 
and school libraries. Students must have 
at least a high school education or its equiva- 
lent and those preparing for work in school 
libraries the same educational qualifications 
as teachers in such schools. 

The usual elementary course will be given 
comprising lectures and practice work, and 
itis hoped that a special course in reference 
and subject cataloging may be offered to 
those properly qualified, if enough students 
apply. 

Full announcement giving location of 
classes, estimate of expenses and outline of 
course will be issued May 1st. In the mean- 
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time, any librarians who are considering 
attendance at the school are requested to 
correspond with the Director of Libraries. 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The executive board of the Minnesota Li- 
brary Association met at the Historical Li- 
brary, January 5th, with the following mem- 
bers present: Miss Rosholt, Miss Carey, 
Miss Van Buren, Miss Hickman and Mr. 
Vail, the president presiding. 

In accordance with the resolution passed 
at the annual meeting, the chair appointed 
the following committee ‘‘to confer with the 
authorities of the University of Minnesota 
in regard to the inauguration of professional 
courses of study in library science’: Dr. 
Johnston, chairman; Miss Countryman, Miss 
Wood, Miss Firkins and Miss Penrose. 

It was voted that membership notices 
should be printed and sent out with the 
questionnaire prepared by the Certification 
Board. 

The chair was authorized to appoint a 
committee on training students in the use 
of the library, said committee to confer with 
the library section of the Minnesota Educa- 
tion Association. Miss Ruth Ely, Duluth 
Normal, was made chairman of this com- 
mittee. 

A report of hospital work in the state was 
given and a letter endorsing the work of the 
committee and of Mrs. Walter Ramsey was 
authorized. 

Miss Baldwin asked the support of the 
members of the Minnesota Library Associa- 


tion for the new county library law, the bill 











for which was to be introduced in the legisla- 
ture very soon. Librarians and library 
boards were urged to write their senators and 
representatives urging its adoption. 

It was decided that the next annual meet- 
ing would be held in St. Paul October 31 to 
November 2, over-lapping by one day the 
annual convention of the Minnesota Educa- 
tion Association. One session will be devoted 
to reports of standing committees and an- 
other to representatives from other com- 
munity agencies, including Commercial 
Clubs, Federation of Women’s Clubs, and 
Business Women’s Clubs. The Round Table 
will be in charge of Miss Harriet Wood. It 
is probable that a joint session will be ar- 
ranged with the School Librarians’ Division 
of the M. E. A. on the last day. 

MARGARET HICKMAN, 
Secretary. 


M. L. A. COMMITTEES 
Certification Board: Clara F. Baldwin, 


Chairman; Harriet A. Wood, Sec’y; Gratia 
A. Countryman, Alice N. Farr, Nelle A. 











Olson. A full meeting of the board was held 
on January 6th, following the meeting of the 
executive board. Miss Hickman, chairman 
of the committee on standardization, met 
with the board. The tentative plan for cer. 
tification proposed by the former committee 
on certification was discussed and some 
changes were made. A circular letter hag 
been sent to all librarians in the state, with 
a registration card. Up to date replies have 
been received from 52 public libraries, 44 
school libraries and 8 college, Normal School 
and special libraries. In order to assist 
the committee, other librarians are urged to 
send in their registration cards without 
further delay, as complete statistics as to 
education, library training and _ experience 
of librarians in all classes of libraries are 
needed to make the survey of value. As has 
been previously explained, the scheme for 
certification is only tentative at present. It 
is not a part of the library law, except as it 
is connected with state aid for library service. 
It will not be retroactive nor affect librarians 
in their present positions. 





Standardization: 


Margaret Hickman, Chairman. 


The following tentative scheme for standardization has been adapted from that pro- 
posed by the Massachusetts Library Club last year: 

















Minimum Number of 
Class || Popula- | Volumes in | Circulation Staff Minimum [Libraries in 
tion Library Income Class 
A Over 1 volume per ]5 per capita {Life certificate, head librarians. 1st grade—6j50c per 3 
50,000 capita. lyears for heads of departments and branches. capita. 
B_ 410,000to 1 volume perj5 per capita. jist grade—6 years head librarian. 50c per capital 8 
50,000 capita. 2nd grade—3 years heads of departments 
and branches. 
C 45,000 to 1 volume per|5 per capita. 42nd grade—3 years for head librarian. 0c per capital 15 
10,000 capita. 1—3rd grade—2 years assistant. 
1 ungraded ass’t. 
D {Under 1 volume per|5 per capita. {3rd grade—2 years head librarian. 50c per capita 123 
5,000. capita. 1 ungraded ass’t. 























Hospital Libraries: Miriam E. Carey, 
Chairman; Katherine Patten, Minneapolis; 
Perrie Jones, Mrs. Amy C. Rice, Mrs. L. F. 
Sutton, Mrs. Walter Ramsey, St. Paul; 
Mrs. William Braasch, Rochester; Nelle A. 
Olson, International Falls. 


The purpose of the committee is to arouse 
the interest of doctors and nurses in organized 
library service for hospitals and to assist 
them in book selection and organization of 
the service. It will not strive to arouse gen- 


eral interest in hospital libraries, nor is it the 
opinion of the committee that public li- 
braries as a rule should undertake to serve 
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hospitals. They are not equipped with 
books nor funds. If the doctors will secure 
the necessary funds, the libraries can help 
to organize and standardize the work. If 
the doctors and nurses are interested, they 
can do as much as the state hospitals have 
done. 

Membership: Miss Margaret Hickman, 
Chairman, reports that the slips sent out 
with the registration cards have brought 
responses from seven institutional members 
and thirty-five individual ones, nearly all te 
newals. Of the new members, three are im 
stitutions and eight individual memberships. 
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Why not send dues in now and save the 
association the expense of further advertis- 
ing? 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The midwinter meeting of the American 
Library Association council was held in Chi- 
cago, December 27-28, and at the same time 
there were meetings of normal school, col- 
lege and university librarians and the League 
of Library Commissions. The League of 
Library Commissions held two sessions dis- 
cussing the following questions: Entrance 
requirements for Summer Schools; Library 
buildings in small towns; Proposed library 
legislation in the various states; Minimum 
of population warranting tax support. At a 
joint session of the Council and the League 
the paper by Mr. S. H. Ranck, librarian 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., on Sources and re- 
sponsibilities for public library revenue was 
atimely study of this all-important subject, 
analyzing the increased expenditures of 
local, state and national government, due 
to the cost of the war. Local taxation will 
likely continue to be the mainstay of public 
libraries and it is of the utmost importance 
that libraries should develop their efficiency 
in order to get the greatest amount of local 
support. He maintained that revenues from 
private sources have never been fully de- 
veloped and urged the importance of state 
grants for libraries in order to equalize the 
opportunities of public libraries in different 
parts of the state. The unit of library ser- 
vice and income should be the number of 
people to be served rather than the amount 
of taxable property in any community, and 
therefore, education being a matter of state 
rather than of local concern, the ultimate 
responsibility for public library revenues 
must rest upon the state as a whole. The 
tecent law of the Province of Ontario, per- 
mitting the library authorities of each com- 
munity to claim a minimum of 50 cents per 
capita on the population for the library 
budget was given favorable comment. 


Another notable contribution was the 
address by Henry N. Sanborn, librarian of 
Bridgeport, Conn., on The field and function 
of a national professional organization. Mr. 
Sanborn cleared up some of the confusion 
of thought resulting from the war activities 
ofthe A. L. A. and took the position that the 
A. L. A. was a professional organization 
rather than a welfare organization. He made 
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suggestions for revision of the constitution 
to provide for a more representative form of 
government and affiliation of state associa- 
tions. The paper called forth a discussion 
of the possibility of regional conferences and 
the relation of state associations to the A. 
L. A. An excellent report of the meeting is 
given in Public Libraries for February and 
the papers by Mr. Sanborn and Mr. Ranck 
are printed in full in the Library Journals 
for January 15 and February Ist respectively. 


Annual Meeting: The annual confer- 
ence of the American Library Association 
will be held at. Swampscott, Mass., June 
20-25, 1921. Swampscott is on one of the 
lovely beaches stretching from Boston along 
the North Shore and will offer many attrac- 
tions. It is hoped that special rates may be 
secured, and that a large Minnesota delega- 
tion will take advantage of this opportunity 
to visit New England literary and historic 
shrines. 


Membership: With Miss Countryman 
as chairman of this committee, there is an 
unusual incentive for Minnesota librarians 
to make a good showing and any librarian 
who takes her profession seriously should be 
a member of the national association. Miss 
Margaret Hickman, secretary of the Minne- 
sota Library Association, is also recruiting 
for the A. L. A. and asks all members of the 
A. L. A. in the state to register their names 
with her and also to send their dues to her. 
New memberships for individuals are $3, 
annual dues $2 and institutional dues are $5. 


CLARA BALDWIN LIBRARY CLUB 


The Clara Baldwin Library Club held its 
November-December meeting in Hibbing on 
December Ist, 1920. 

Roll call was answered by book reviews. 

Upon motion of the nominating com- 
mittee Miss Helen Prall of Keewatin was 
unanimously elected president of the club 
to fill out the term of Miss Palmer. 

A discussion of certification and standard- 
ization of librarians was lead by Miss Hick- 
man, and a discussion of the report on the 
revision of state aid was lead by Miss Hurl- 
bert, who was instructed to send the con- 
clusions of the club to the Library Division 
of the Department of Education. 

The January meeting of the club was held 
in Hibbing on the 26th of the month, Miss 
Hurlbert hostess. 











Miss Baldwin, state director of libraries, 
was present and discussed the new county 
library law and its bearing on Range li- 
braries. 


Miss Hickman, of Eveleth, and Miss Hurl- 
bert, of Hibbing, were elected to represent 
the Library Club at the annual meeting of 
the St. Louis County Club in Duluth on 
January 28-29th. 


The report on the possibilities of better 
library service to rural communties in the 
county, which Miss Hickman was to give 
at the St. Louis County Club meeting in 
Duluth, was briefly outlined. 

The regular meeting of the club was held 
in Eveleth on February 18, 1921. Miss 
Hickman, hostess. The following program 
was carried out: 


Roll call—Book reviews. 


How and where to get the best discounts 
on books. Discussion lead by Miss Hurl- 
bert. 

Book binding. Discussion lead by Miss 
Stevens. 

STELLA STEBBINS, 
Secy. 


SOUTHEASTERN MINNESOTA LI- 
BRARY CONFERENCE 


A conference of librarians was called in 


connection with the Southeastern Minne- 
sota Education Association at Winona, 
March 12th. There were present Miss 


Van Buren, Owatonna; Miss Burgess, Aus- 
tin; Miss Farwell, Zumbrota; Miss Dorival, 
Caledonia; Miss Baldwin, of the Depart- 
ment of Education, in addition to the 
Winona librarians, Miss Clarke of the Public 
Library, Miss Grant of the Normal School and 
Miss Robinson of the High School. Follow- 
ing the stimulating address by President 
Coffman, at the general session of the associa- 
tion, an informal conference was held with 
Training in the use of the library the chief 
topic. 

Miss Grant had an attractive exhibit of 
children’s books in the Normal school li- 
brary which was thoroughly examined and 
visits were made to the public library and 
the high school library, after luncheon, which 
was served at the Y. W. C. A. with Miss 
Clarke and Miss Grant as hostesses. 
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LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 


Fourth Annual Meeting, Little Falls, 
May 3-4, 1921. 


Tentative Program 
AFTERNOON SESSION, May 3rd. 


Address of welcome. 
Some library problems, discussion by |i- 
brary directors. 

Library from a teacher’s standpoint, E. B, 
Bergquist, Supt. of Schools, Little Falls. 
The school library, Harriet A. Wood, St. 

Paul. 
School and library work in Fergus Falls, 
Amy A. Lewis, Fergus Falls. 


DINNER 


EVENING SESSION 


The library program, Clara F. Baldwin, St. 
Paul. 

What we try to do for our patrons, Mrs, 
Jenny Lind Blanchard, Little Falls. 

The ideal library, Mr. Constant Larson, 
Alexandria. 


MORNING SEssION, May 4. 


Business and budgets, Mrs. Marie E. Brick, 
St. Cloud. 

New books, non-fiction, Ethel McCubrey, 
Moorhead. 

New books, fiction, Mrs. Clara T. Jones, 
Brainerd. 

Round Table—Book-buying, discounts and 
binding, lead by Eva M. Davis, Sauk 
Center. 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 


That further development of county I- 
braries in Minnesota is only awaiting legis- 
lation is evident from the interest manifest in 
several quarters. Recent county appropria- 
tions have been made as follows: Clay 
county, $400, an increase of 100 per cent; 
Itasca county, $1,000; Steele county, $1,000, 
an increase of 25 per cent, and Washington 
county $800, an increase of 33 1-3 per cent. 
Owatonna is planning an extension of work 
in Steele county with organization of real 
branches in Blooming Prairie (already well 
under way), Ellendale and Medford. New 
cases have been purchased for the traveling 
libraries, and new books to be devoted ex 
clusively to county use, and the librarian will 
make a tour of the county this spring. 
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In Hennepin county the service has been 
curtailed for lack of funds and in response to 
protests from county patrons, a county meet- 
ing was held in the Training Class room of 
the main library, Saturday, February 5th. 
There were 25 present, representing twelve 
county stations. 


Miss Countryman gave a talk showing the 
impossibility of carrying on the work with 
the present inadequate appropriation and 
telling them of a bigger plan, including a 
library on wheels which can be carried out 
ifthe county is taxed to support it. This was 
enthusiastically received and the following 
resolution was adopted: 


It is the request of this body assembled 
that a communication be sent to the 
County Commissioners and also to the 
Hennepin County Delegation of the 
Legislature that we wish the library 
service continued and extended, and 
that we favor the passage of the law 
allowing the County to be taxed for li- 
brary purposes. 


Frappe was served and a social time fol- 
lowed the meeting. 


At a meeting of the St. Louis County Club 
held in Duluth January 29th, the following 
report on Rural library service for St. 
Louis county was read by Miss Hickman. 


That libraries are continuation schools 
is a well recognized fact, as the speed with 
which libraries follow schools shows.  Li- 
braries originally were found only in large 
cities or university towns and catered only 
to the needs of a few people. From this nar- 
row idea of the library the vision has broad- 
ened until the present when not only cities, 
but towns, villages, hamlets and isolated 
farms are being reached by the library. The 
library from being a place where books were 
chained to the shelves and desks, is now an 
up-to-the-minute institution, taking its wares 
to the people by mail, express, or motor. 
In just what way shall the people of St. 
Louis county have books made accessible to 
them? 


Roads 


Unless something is known of the high- 
Ways, little can be done. Within the last 


month the road maps of the county have 
been checked up by the engineers and show 
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the condition of the thoroughfares—whether 
a road is passable to autos or teams or is 
merely a trail. So far it has not been possible 
to check the whole county with the revised 
map, but it would appear that there are 
enough good roads to warrant starting some 
kind of a delivery system for books. A 
complete survey of roads is essential. 


Population 


Of equal importance with the roads is the 
population of the county; where do people 
live, how many are there, and of what na- 
tionality? The 1920 census gives the county 
a population of 206,391, with 168,643 in in- 
corporated cities and villages. About 4,500 
of the population in these villages are with- 
out library service in addition to 37,748 in the 
country districts, making a total of 42,192 
people who are without library service. Such 
a group of people is not to be ignored. An 
attempt has been made to record the number 
of country school houses with the idea that if 
there are enough children to warrant a school 
building there should be a large enough 
group of grown-ups and children to justify 
library service. The central and southern 
sections of the county show the largest num- 
ber of school houses and .hence indicate a 
larger population. Only five counties in the 
state have over 50,000 in the whole county. 

Next in importance to the number of peo- 
ple is their nationality. It would be quite 
tragic to take a collection of books in Fin- 
nish to a community that wanted Swedish 
or Italian books, so that in making up col- 
lections for the different circuits the needs 
of the people must be known. 

The suggestion that a questionnaire asking 
for the number of people in a family, chil- 
dren and adults; nationality, what kind and 
types of books they are interested in and 
whether or not such library service is de- 
sired would give a very definite clue to work 
upon. 

This survey would take some money and 
considerable time, but if the St. Louis County 
Club feels that they can not appropriate 
the funds for such a survey an appeal for 
assistance might be sent to the county com- 
missioners. 

With the many well organized libraries in 
Duluth, and on the Range, the question of 
distributing centers is merely one for the 
county commissioners and different library 
boards to agree upon. Although definite 
routes cannot be decided upon until later it 








would appear possible for Duluth to run 
a bus in the southern section of the county, 
perhaps dividing the time each week bet ween 
the Floodwood-Meadowlands district and 
the territory adjacent to Duluth. Some of 
the Range towns could work north and 
south from the central section in which they 
are located and in this way the whole county 
would be fairly adequately served. 


There are several types of service that 
might be given. Collections of books can 
be sent to some responsible person who will 
distribute them and look after their return. 
This is the traveling library box. Such 
service has always been given by the State 
Library Commission and in certain districts 
by a few libraries. Another type is sending 
just a package of books by post or express. 
The most recent and effective service is that 
inaugurated some years ago—the “library 
on wheels.”’ The “library on wheels’’ was 
first started in Maryland by the Hagerstown 
library and consisted of a small wagon, carry- 
ing a box of books, with a mule for the motor 
power and a driver who also acted as li- 
brarian. 

One day, evidently both the mule and 
driver being deaf, the affair was struck by a 
demolished. The next attempt 


train and 


was a covered wagon, like the tea and coffee 


wagons, with shelves along the sides. When 
stops were made the sides were thrown back 
and the patrons could select whatever books 
they wished. These earlier efforts and ex- 
periments have been perfected until now 
both libraries and publishers have finely 
equipped motor busses with books and furni- 
ture that provide the rural patron with prac- 
tically all the advantages of the public li- 
brary or book store in the city. In warmer 
sections of the country Ford trucks have been 
equipped so that the book shelves open on 
the outside with awnings to give protection 
from the weather. Ohio and California give 
regular bus service and the letters of apprecia- 
tion especially in the latter state leave no 
doubt as to the place the bus fills in the lives 
of the people, who are cut off from all out- 
side influences. 

During the past summer a group of pub- 
lishers equipped a bus with books, seats and 
chintz hangings (I believe even bunks were 
provided), and put in charge of it two capable 
women, one a trained librarian, and the other 
a well-known Duluth girl, and set it forth 
into New England. The bus covered a regu- 
lar schedule and returned to New York City 





in the autumn. The chief purpose was ad. 
vertising the books and the result was an 
unqualified success. If business houses 
recognize the practical value of this form of 
bringing people’s attention to a given thing 
does it not seem that the experimental stage 
has been passed and that such a splendid 
type of service might be adopted for our 
big county. 

A trip on one of these excursions would 
convince the most deeply dyed in the wool 
doubting Thomas that it is the one type to 
be used. Recently I spent an evening on 
the Stuntz Township bus and in the two 
hours spent in one location over 200 books 
were issued. The coming of the bus was 
eagerly awaited and as soon as a halt was 
made the interested patrons crowded on. 
Books in foreign languages were either se- 
lected by the children or their parents, easy 
books for little people were found, a good 
novel for a mother or father who could not 
get away was suggested, while a book that 
would help in getting naturalization papers 
was sent home to a man who was working 
for his citizenship, and numberless other 
demands were filled. The Americanization 
work done in such service as this and the 
good fellowship and friendship that comes 
from such contact cannot be measured. 


The cost of such service would vary, 
dependent upon the kind of bus equipped. 
A Ford truck could be equipped for about 
$2,500.00, while a White would come nearer 
$8,000.00. The running expense would be 
about the same for both machines except 
tire expense. To employ a trained li- 
brarian, which is essential with a driver for 
the car would mean in salaries along $300.00 
a month, allowing another hundred for gaso- 
line, oil, repairs, and garage rent would bring 
the average monthly expenses, not counting 
books to $400.00. At this rate the amount 
needed to run a bus does not equal the 
amount necessary to properly conduct a 
small library, while the amount of work 
done by bus service has always equalled and 
frequently exceeded the work done by a 
branch library serving practically the same 
number of people. 

The need of getting books to everyone can- 
not be questioned, but regardless of the need 
it cannot be filled until funds are made 
available. No educational funds have been 
set aside for this work and such money 4s 
would be given for library support must 
come from the county commissioners, and 
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township boards, or a combination of the 
two in contract with one or more of the 
organized libraries in the county. At 
present with a one mill tax there would be 
available for such library purposes $72,000. 

In view of the fact that a survey of the 
population and roads has not been completed 
the committee recommends that at least this 
preliminary work be finished before its dis- 


. continuance. 


The committee submits this report with 
the earnest request that the library needs 
ofthe county be given your careful considera- 
tion and with the hope that the St. Louis 
County Club will exert every effort in secur- 
ing for the people of the county the privi- 
leges that rightly belong to them. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARGARET HicKMAN, Chairman. 
Mr. D. W. FREEMAN. 

Mrs. S. W. LEVIN. 


The following resolution on Rural Library 
Service was adopted: 


Whereas the necessity of extending library 
privileges to all parts of Saint Louis County 
has been recognized, Be it resolved: 

That the recommendation of the Library 
Committee be endorsed by the Saint Louis 
County Club; that the survey of roads, routes 
and population be completed, and that a final 
report with budget of expense of operation 
of the county system recommended, be sub- 
mitted to the Club at its next meeting. 


In Blue Earth county, Miss Northey of 
the Mankato Public Library is paving the 
way for a county library campaign by plac- 
ing collections in ten rural schools. County 
borrowers are becoming interested, rural 
teachers are visiting the library on Saturdays 
and clerks of three rural school districts have 
asked how it would be possible to secure 
books for their schools from the Mankato 
Public Library. 

Public Libraries for January is a County 
Library number and has some very sugges- 
tive articles on Planning a county library 
campaign, the County Library Survey and 
instituting a county library. 


HOSPITAL SERVICE OF THE ST. PAUL 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


With the assistance of the Amherst H. 
Wilder Charity the St. Paul Public Library 
has taken on, beginning February 1, a new 
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department, notably that of Hospital Ser- 
vice. While the idea of contributing to the 
comfort of hospital sick by means of books 
is not a new one and libraries have always 
shown a willingness to co-operate yet the 
practice of systematic and organized circu- 
lation of books through the hospitals has 
only very lately been undertaken. This de- 
velopment of library service may be traced 
directly to the war. It was in the camp hos- 
pitals that librarians first felt the emphasis, 
the great need of this kind of library work 
and there too they first saw it work out. 
Mr. C. W. Sumner, librarian of the Sioux 
City Library, who is the pioneer in this field, 
may be quoted as saying that he is convinced 
of the possibility in every city library of a 
hospital service department. He feels that 
such a department will soon take its place 
with such other departments of the library 
as its branch work, its work for children, its 
reference work, etc. ‘‘ What is good for the 
soldier sick is good for the civilian sick,’’ he 
added and in November, 1919, began his 
experiment. This experiment has now 
proved itself. 

As for the plan in St. Paul we expect to 
include all the hospitals, 11 of them, as well 
as two girls’ homes in the list to be visited 
by the hospital librarian or her assistant 
twice a week. At these times the books will 
be personally distributed as they are wheeled 
about from ward to ward and from room to 
room on the small truck. Truck is a bad 
word as these carriers are much more like 
tea wagons. Particular attention will be 
given to special requests and every effort is 
to be made to co-operate with the superin- 
tendents of nurses in procuring special books 
for the nurses as well as to follow the sug- 
gestions of the social workers and psychia- 
trists who are already in the field. The hos- 
pitals have been unanimous in their eager- 
ness to have such service installed, and no 
less encouraging has been the attitude of the 
doctors as shown by the resolutions passed 
by the Minnesota Academy of Medicine and 
by the Ramsey County Medical Association 
endorsing the plan of adequate library ser- 
vice for the St. Paul hospitals. 


No less interested have been the hospital 
committee of the M. L. A. of which Miss 
Carey is chairman. Their assistance has 
been unfailing. Nor should the interest on 
the part of the community be passed over 
with no word. The townspeople of St. Paul 
have shown a fine spirit of ‘co-operation by 














the way in which they responded to the call 
for books to be used for this service. A book 
week was heralded by means of newspaper 
publicity, by appeals through the churches, 
by addressing clubs, etc. When the time 
came the books poured in. Boy Scouts col- 
lected them, Sunday schools turned over 
whole libraries, individuals ransacked, not 
only their attics (for which we were duly 
thankful), but their book shelves as well 
(for which we were even more thankful.) 
One feature which proved a valuable pub- 
licity agent as well as a means for procuring 
books was the selling of books by volunteer 
hospital service saleswomen in both the St. 
Paul Book and Stationery and the book de- 
partment of the Golden Rule. All books 
they sold went to the hospitals. Countless 
potential buyers were stopped by the post- 
ers, the window displays, and loitered by the 
specially arranged book tables. One gift 
now in the U. S. P. H. hospital 65 purchased 
at one of these tables bears this inscription 
on its fly leaf: 

‘*Sent by a Service man who sends it in 
memory of a laugh in a French Hospital.” 
For a long time he loitered near the books, 
always going back to one particular, green- 
covered one. At last he picked it up and 
came towards the Hospital Service Sales- 


woman. ‘‘I’d like to buy that book’’—it 
was Harold MacGrath’s The luck of the 
Irish. ‘‘I read that in a hospital in France— 


and it made me laugh. Would you please 
see that it gets to the men at the Aberdeen. 
Yes, I’ve got a lot of others home that I’m 
going to bring down. You bet, they need 
‘em.’’ Amen! they need ’em. 

A tall, quiet, overcoated individual drew 
near, surveying the books, the poster, the 
flags, then the saleswoman became part of 
the scene. ‘‘ Are you interested in books for 
hospitals—would you care to buy one—” 
At this point a drawl broke in: ‘‘No’m, I 
guess not. My wife gave them three or four 
this week; she even went and gave 'em the 
one I was reading, but it’s all right, they 
need 'em.’’ And he grinned as he looked for 
a stop-gap to his wife’s generosity. 

As a result of this Book Week about 4,000 
books have found their way into the hands 
of the Hospital Service. 

Miss Perrie Jones of Wabasha, Minne- 
has been secured to undertake this 

Miss Jones is a graduate of Smith 


sota, 
work. 


College, has had library training both in the 
summer school eonducted by the Minnesota 
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Library Commission and in the New York 
Public Library school, together with five 
years’ experience in library work in Minne. 
sota and New York City. 


BOOK BUYING FOR SMALL 
LIBRARIES 


The Library Division has ordered a suff- 
cient number of copies of the “ Booklist 
Books 1920, a selection’’ to make it possible 
to send one to each library which does not 
receive the regular monthly copy of the A, L. 
A. Booklist. This list and the “Buying 
List for small libraries’’ published in Decem- 
ber Notes & News so fully cover the worth- 
while publications of the year that it has 
not seemed necessary to publish a list in this 
issue. 

It has been the experience of the members 
of the Library Division when visiting li- 
braries that the juvenile departments are 
the least well provided for both in the quality 
and quantity of books. The selection here 
should be the most careful, but it is apparent 
that the selected lists of children’s books 
have not been consulted. 

The school lists issued from this depart- 
ment can be used to very good advantage 
by the public as well as the school libraries, 
and librarians are urged to duplicate and 
replace the standard juveniles rather than 
to attempt to always order new titles. It 
is hoped that the Library Division will be 
freely called upon for assistance in suggest- 
ing books or in helping to make up lists. 

The Booklist Books, 1920, will be sent upon 
request to any small library which does not 
receive the monthly A. L. A. Booklist. 


NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Note—lItems of news for this column are solicited from 
all libraries in the state. These should be real news items, 
indicating some definite progress, or new plan w 
may be suggestive to other libraries. Notes should be sent 
to the Director of Libraries by the 15th of the month pre- 
ceding each issue of the bulletin, which appears quarterly 
in March, June, September and December. 


Austin. Following the increased appro- 
priation the library is now open from 9 
a. m. to 9 p. m. except Sunday, a full time 
assistant is employed, beside student as- 
sistants, and immediate results are seen in 
increased use by farmers, business men and 
women. 

Beardsley. A public library has been 
opened in the village hall with a collection 
of about 500 books. Miss Lillian Cook of 
the Library Division spent a day in Beard- 
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sley in December to assist in organizing the 
library. 

Blooming Prairie. A station of the 
Qwatonna public library has been main- 
tained in Blooming Prairie for some time 
and a Public Library Association has re- 
cently been organized to raise funds for pur- 
chase of books and to pay for the services 
of a local librarian. Miss Gertrude Kos- 
moski, assistant librarian at Owatonna, 
visited Blooming Prairie to instruct the li- 
brarian in preparation of books for the 
shelves, their care and mending, charging 
and other records. 

Buhl. The library board and staff held an 
open house at the library late in January, 
which was an unqualified success. ‘‘ Every- 
body’ came to get acquainted and enjoy the 
program of music, readings, dancing and 
refresh ments. 

Duluth. 
been increased from $46,000 for 
$53,000 for 1921. 

An exhibit of 41 paintings by Knute 
Heldner, a Duluth artist of national reputa- 
tion, was held in the library during January 
under the auspices of the Duluth Art Asso- 
ciation. 

Granite Falls. Miss Baldwin, library 
director, visited Granite Falls in February 
to confer with members of the library board 
regarding plans for remodeling the recently 
purchased library building. The library has 
nearly 4,000 volumes and is an exceptionally 
well chosen collection, showing careful study 
by the book committee. 


The library appropriation has 
1920 to 


International Falls. The public library 
has undertaken regular library service to the 
hospitals. Miss Olson visits the hospitals 
once a week, carrying books and magazines 
ina basket. While some of the patients 
were indifferent at first, they are now wel- 
coming these weekly visits with enthusiasm. 
Magazines and books have been sent to the 
lumber camps and are eagerly devoured, 
in spite of the assurance of an official of the 
company that few of the men could read and 
write. 

Little Falls. Through a gift of $200 from 
friends of the library and the proceeds of a 
library dance given December 29th the debt 
on the library lot has been paid and a balance 
of $170 remained for new books. 


Melrose. A public library has been op- 


ened in connection with the public school 
library on the ground floor of the new school 
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building. Many books have been donated 
and the city council has voted an appropira- 
tion of $300 for purchase of books. 


Minneapolis. An energetic campaign is 
being carried on to secure a two mill tax for 
the library. This has been recommended 
to the Charter Commission by the Board 
of Estimates and Taxation. 


Moorhead. The city council has in- 
creased the library appropriation, so that the 
total income for the coming year including 
the county appropriation will be $5,000. 


Owatonna. Publicity has been carried 
on through the movies, by notices of specially 
attractive books. (Copy for films is on file 
at the office of the Library Division and may 
be borrowed by any librarian who wants to 
try this plan.) Many post-card notices have 
been sent to individuals calling attention 
to books of interest to them, and a checked 
list of business books was sent to the Com- 
mercial club for the reading table. 

Gifts for purchase of children’s books have 
been received from several women’s clubs. 


Redwood Falls. The Twentieth Century 
Club has presented to the library a substan- 
tial filing cabinet for pamphlets and clippings. 

Rushford. The Women’s Welfare League 
gave a supper for the benefit of the library 
January 22nd. The League has undertaken 
the expense of cataloging the library. 

St. Paul. A series of teas has been given 
at the library on Friday afternoon of each 
week by the various women’s clubs which are 
members of the Fourth District Federation. 
Talks have been given by different members 
of the library staff on the resources of the 
library. 

St. Paul—Historical Library. The li- 
brary of the Swedish Historical Society 
of America, consisting of approximately 
5,000 books, pamphlets, manuscripts and 
newspaper files relating to Swedish men and 
institutions in America, or written by Swed- 
ish Americans, will be placed in custody with 
the Minnesota Historical Society. 


Virginia. The Virginia library has been 
extending its territory to the camps in the 
northern parts of the state and to the dis- 
trict of Palo. 


Warren. Through the efforts of the 
Mothers’ Club a public library and reading 
room has been opened in connection with 
the school library. A library of 250 volumes 
and about $525 in money was collected which 











was offered to the city on condition that it 
would establish a public library. The city 
council passed an ordinance which is a model, 
following the state library law, in creating 
a permanent library fund, and providing 
for the levy of an annual tax of not more 
than three mills on the dollar. 


Winona. The bequest of $5,000 from the 
estate of Mrs. Stella M. Mathews made to 
the library in 1916 is now available and will 
be used for the equipment of a children’s 
room in the former auditorium in the base- 
ment. The room is 25 by 60 feet, with high 
windows on three sides, excellent wall space 
for shelving and an outside entrance on the 
street. A trained librarian will be in charge 
of the work with children. 


School Libraries Department 
A LETTER TO THE SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


Greetings: 

It is my earnest desire to visit each school 
where library work is being done to assist 
the school librarians. A visit each year is 
impossible but letters from you will help. 
Let me hear what your difficulties are. I 
appreciate your efforts to increase the use- 
fulness of your libraries. Some fine results 
have been achieved even where resources 
are limited. 

There are a few essential points in the 


school library program that observation 
throughout the state has brought into 
prominence. 


Preparation of School Librarians and 
the Certain Report 


Those doing school library work should 
seek to avail themselves of the opportunity 
for six weeks of intensive training in the 
University library summer school. Copies 
of the well known report on national high 
school library standards, prepared by the 
N. E. A. Committee, Mr. Certain of De- 
troit, Chairman, will be sent on request to 
any school. In Minnesota at present there 
are between fifty and sixty librarians who 
have taken summer school or a year’s train- 
ing, while there are 240 high schools and 261 
graded schools. Those trying to do library 
work without any training are decidedly 
in the majority. The library school this 


summer is your opportunity to help change 
this majority to a minority. Plans are under 
way to make possible a joint service to school 
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and to community that will make the pogi- 
tion of librarian better paid and better ap- 
preciated. We ask you to cooperate in this 
forward library movement by putting your- 
self into touch with the information and 
training of the summer school . Those who 
feel drawn to the library field as a profession 
should seriously consider a year at a regular 
library school such as Wisconsin University, 
Western Reserve, Cleveland, University 
of Illinois and others. We realize that a good 
many of you have already decided upon your 
specialty, having chosen History, Foreign 
Languages, English, etc., and that you 
naturally prefer to continue in your chosen 
field. But it may be that some of you, hay- 
ing done a little library work, not the clerical 
sort only, but real library work, the bringing 
of people and books together, have decided 
that you wish to have a part in the enlarged 
school and county library program which 
we hope is close at hand. For full-time 
library work a year of training will be most 
necessary and helpful. 


Cooperation Between Public School and 
Public Library 


In Minnesota we are very anxious to have 
a clear understanding and thorough coopera- 
tion between the two library projects, pub- 
licly supported, the public library and the 
public school library. We suggest that 
wherever it is feasible a contract be entered 
into between the school board and the library 
board. During the past year three cities 
have entered into such a contract—Pine 
Island, Hill City and Mankato. 


Educational Meetings 

One way of helping to bring the school 
library service and the public library service 
into closer relations is attendance at the 
meetings of the Minnesota Library Associa- 
tion. The plan for next fall is to have the 
meeting of the Minnesota Library Associa- 
tion and the Minnesota Education Associa- 
tion follow each other, making possible at- 
tendance at both during the same trip. 
We hope that the school librarians will make 
a special effort to get acquainted with the 
public library problems. In doing 80, 
much light will be shed upon school library 
problems. 


Monthly Reports to Superintendent 


We hope that you will send in copies of 
your monthly reports from time to time s0 
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that we may publish items in Library Notes 
and News for the help of others. There is 
nothing like a live, interesting, compara- 
tively brief report of library progress with 
interesting incidents and definite business- 
like requests for needed improvements. 
Such a report placed in the hands of the 
superintendent reaches the school board in a 
clear cut way and brings results. If sent to 
our office it can be given a wider usefulness. 


Annual Reports 


Last fall we sent to each school a copy of 
an annual report blank. A second copy 
has just been sent out. One copy is intended 
for your files and the other is to be sent in 
toour Department. 


Legislation 


There is new legislation of a very con- 
structive nature before the legislature and 
we are hoping that it will make possible for 
you the solution of some of your most diffi- 
cult problems. Our whole desire is to help 
you in every way to take the next step which 
you think should be taken in your school and 
to help you to prove the worth of library 
service to your superintendent and school 
board. 


Hours of Service 


One great need for the improvement of 
the service is more time for the library ser- 
vice. For effective work in schools with less 
than one hundred in the high school, at 
least one-third of the time of the teacher- 
librarians should be devoted to library work; 
in schools from one hundred to two hundred 
at least one-half time; and over two hundred, 
full time. This does not mean, however, 
that schools with an enrollment of less than 
one hundred in the high school cannot use a 
one-half time librarian. It is a very simple 
matter to lay out a course of instruction 
for the grade school and the high school, 
even in a small school, which together with 
the necessary reference and record work 
would absorb at least one-half of the time 
ofthe librarian. The best plan is to increase 
the amount of time year by year gradually, 
and let the work demonstrate its value. If 
there are schools where the librarian has so 
little time that she is unable to prove the 
value of the library, the librarian should 
take the matter up with the superintendent. 
The librarian, after all, is the one who knows 
how much she can accomplish in a given time 
and it is her privilege to give the school 
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authorities a vision of what she might do for 
the school if time would permit. 


Use of Room 


Another point that needs to be safe- 
guarded is the use of the library room for 
library purposes. It is natural that a library 
room that is not very active should be taken 
over for class room purposes. It is very 
unfortunate to have the school as a whole 
deprived of the use of the library room and 
it is the privilege and duty of the li- 
brarian to demonstrate the value of the 
room to the school as a whole, versus the 
value of the room as a Spanish or mathe- 
matics class room. There are real emergen- 
cies when the room must be used, but 
emergencies are emergencies. A high school 
principal recently said, ‘‘I consider the 
school library the most important laboratory 
in the school.” 


New Buildings 


When new buildings are in process the 
librarian should offer to assist in working 
out plans for the library, calling to the at- 
tention of the superintendent, who is busy 
with many lines of work, the most up-to- 
date plans for school libraries and furniture. 
These plans are changing from year to year 
and the librarian needs to be informed 
through the Certain Report and the latest 
edition of Wilson’s School Library Manage- 
ment and our own Library Notes and News 
as to recent improvements. 


Space 
One of the chief essentials for a new library 
room is space. There should be seating ca- 
pacity for at least ten percent of the daily 
attendance. 


Selection of Books 

The selection of the books is a very im- 
portant duty for the school librarian. It is 
most desirable to make the selection from 
the state list to the point of securing full 
state aid. A small, well selected, suitable 
library is infinitely better than a large col- 
lection of books that are too old or too ad- 
vanced or too uninteresting to appeal to the 
high school age. Then, too, the elementary 
grades must not be forgotten. Little chil- 
dren’s books wear out with great rapidity 
and instead of buying new titles only the old 
standards should be replaced. 


Care of Books 
It is important that the shelves be free 











from ragged, dirty books. The transforma- 
tion is wonderful when books that are out of 
order are removed and only those in good 
condition are offered to the students. Teach- 
ers and librarians would not think of appear- 
ing before their classes in ragged clothing. 
Ragged books have a tendency to decrease 
the respect that every student should feel 
for good books. Some of these books may be 
mended, others should be promptly sent to 
a good book binder, and others destroyed. 
Fitting the Service to School Needs 
Library service is the ultimate object of 
all this preparation of the librarian, of the 
room and of the books. Recently a very 
energetic librarian expressed great distress 
at the lack of vision of her assistant. She 
said, ‘‘I have an assistant who sees nothing 
to do in a library but to check books in and 
out.”” Real school library service consists 
of studying and meeting the needs, first of 
the superintendent, school board and the 
teachers, second of the students and third 
of the community, if not served by a public 
library. 
HARRIET A. Woop 


NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Ada. A grade course of library study pre- 
pared by Miss Olsen, Summer Library 
School, 1916, school librarian at Ada, shows 
a fine grasp of the necessity for giving this 
essential training early, during the _habit- 
forming period. 

Anoka. Miss Roche, Summer Library 
School, 1920, sends the following report of 
the Anoka School Library: 

**A good deal of my time is spent in taking 
care of the magazines, as we take fifty. We 
let them go out for over night. We have 
room for twenty to be seated in the library 
and approximately one hundred use the 
room for reference work daily. We have the 
“‘Reader’s Guide’’ and it is in almost con- 
stant use. 

I have mended over ninety books. One 
girl, who wants to be a librarian has helped 
me some. She is one of our best students. 

Last fall, I gave eight lessons to the ‘‘ Nor- 
mal Training Department’? on “Library 
methods.’”” They have their own library 
and are located in the auditorium of the 
‘‘Public Library.”’ Besides this, I gave one 
lesson to each of the English classes, thus 
reaching all of the H. S. Students, on ‘‘ How 
to use the Library.’’ We have thirteen 


English classes and three hundred and two 
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pupils have enrolled in High School besides 
those in the Normal Department. “The 
Dewey-Decimal System’”’ is taught in the 
vocational class.”’ 

Coleraine. The new high school at 
Coleraine now under construction, has a 
library 22’x60’ on the second floor. The 
equipment will be modern. 


Duluth—Central. The equipment of the 
library has been improved by the addition 
of new tables and two dozen chairs. Mr. 
Mason, of the Agricultural Department, has 
kindly provided several geraniums and a fern, 
A new registration slip system has lessened 
confusion and tended to bring pupils to the 
library with a more definite purpose. A 
questionnaire relative to the reading inter- 
ests of the whole school was filled out anda 
tabulated report made for the guidance of 
teachers and librarian. Old books are being 


disposed of. The test of use is being applied 
to each volume. 
Glenwood. The school librarian, Miss 


Mabel Franklin, has volunteered her services 
certain hours each week to the public library. 
This enables her to relate the library instruc- 
tion given at the school to the resources of 
the public library. 


Hastings. Miss Telford, the librarian, has 
been conducting classes in the library. These 
classes are composed of all the pupils in high 
school that take English. The purpose of 
the classes is to teach the pupils how to use 
the library, showing them how to look up 
reference work, and teaching them how to 
become more independent in the library. 

Miss Telford is also giving little talks in 
the grades, on the care and use of library 
books. 

Hibbing. Helpful reading lists, Books for 
Girls, Books for Boys and Interesting Books 
are being issued by the Hibbing School Li- 
brary, Miss Beatryce Finn, Librarian. They 
are bookmarks printed by the school print- 
shop. The new high school will have a very 
large space devoted to the library because it 
is the work room used by all students. 


International Falls. Miss Nelle Olson 
sends the following account of how she 
organized the library instruction at Inter- 
national Falls: 

‘‘ At last our outlines and lists are ready to 
send. We had several teachers’ meetings 
first to talk over the work and get a general 
idea of what we could do, and then Mfrs. 
McHugo and I have worked out the details. 
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“Of the schedule of library lessons, Mrs. 
McHugo gives those upon the reference books 
and I those upon the card catalog and the 
periodical indexes and bibliography. The 
book reviews are in the hands of the English 
teachers of the different grades. I made out 
the lists and the teachers were asked to 
criticize them. The pupils are given school 
time (at home) for the reading of the books, 
and the reviews are a regular exercise in the 
English work upon which they receive marks 
as on their other written work. We plan to 
give honorable mention of some sort to all 
who read more than the required three from 
the lists. 

“The lists of poems are in the hands of the 
teachers to be used as they see fit. I have ex- 
pressed the hope that a good deal of reading 
to the pupils may be done as I do believe 
that helps so much in helping them to retain 
their liking for poetry, which they all have 
in the kindergarten and so often lose some 
where on the way up. 

“Mr. Kinney is having vocational civics 
as a regular subject in the ninth grade this 
semester with the Giles book as a text. 
The latter part of the term after they have 
covered most of the text and after they have 
had the lessons on the catalog and periodical 
indexes, each pupil will be asked to choose 
some vocation in which he is especially 
interested and prepare a bibliography of 
the material he finds in the library and then 
prepare his theme upon it. Perhaps we may 
be able to arrange some oral work in com- 
petitive presentation of the claims of the 
different professions. 


“The teachers are taking up the work witha 
good deal of interest and we have a fine 
group of students to work with in our junior 
high school.” 


Lakefield. ‘‘Our library certainly has 
done a thriving business ever since we re- 
ceived the books from the traveling library. 
We have added 30 new names to our list of 
borrowers and the daily circulation jumped 
from around 50 to 90 or 100. The following 
clipping from our local paper of a talk given 
by one of our High School girls is the result 
of efforts to interest students to take up 
library work.” 


“Lakefield, a small city of about fourteen 
hundred inhabitants, has accomplished much 
more than many of the neighboring cities 
during the past ten or fifteen years. The 
people of this community are very progres- 
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sive in every way. Our new school building 
is one of which we can well be proud. 

‘‘But even though our progressive little 
city has accomplished all this, a public library 
is still lacking. 

‘‘Sometimes we find in our local paper a 
warning to boys to refrain from destroying 
public property merely as a pastime. There 
are signs on the pool hall doors, ‘Boys Keep 
Out.’ Furnish them a public library so that 
they will have a place to go for recreation 
and study and they will keep out of mis- 
chief. 

‘‘All the people of the community would 
be benefited by such an institution. Busi- 
ness men would be able to read late books 
on their different professions and thus im- 
prove their business affairs. Women would 
be able to get material for their study clubs, 
without sending away for it. 

‘Material on almost any subject can be 
found in current magazines, .papers and 
books in a public library. Entertaining 
stories would also be appreciated by many 
people. We have a school library, of course, 
but it is much too small for even the school 
children to find all desired information. 


‘“‘Therefore let us add to our beautiful 


little city one more building—one which will 


contain everything pertaining to business 
matters, education, art, literature, science, 
music, current news and good reading—a 
Public Library.” 


Mankato. The School and _ Library 
Boards at Mankato have decided to enter 
into a contract under which a special school 
librarian will be employed jointly, to direct 
the library work for the entire school sys- 
tem. The school librarian will be first as- 
sistant to the chief librarian, Miss Della 
Northey. Miss Francesca Smith is librarian 
at the high school. An earnest effort to 
serve the schools has demonstrated the value 
of a more intensive service. 


Minneapolis—-Board of Education. All 
interested in making the library useful to 
superintendents, supervisors and teachers 
should visit the Library of the Board of 
Education in Minneapolis. Miss_ Alice 
Charlton is giving a service that is unique, 
no other city in the country having exactly 
the same type of school library. 


Minneapolis—Central. Two very charm- 
ing book plates have been drawn for the 
Minneapolis Central High School. The se- 











lection was made from a number prepared in 
the art department of the school. 


Minneapolis—East. Miss Graham has 
been appointed assistant in the East High 
School Library, Minneapolis. 


Minneapolis — South and North 
Schools. Opening the library for meetings 
of teachers and students is a feature of the 
work at South and North High Schools in 
Minneapolis. It is a fine plan to make the li- 
brary the center of just as many school activi- 
ties as can be arranged without interfering 
with its chief function, the use of books. 


Minneapolis—West. A class in library 
training will be conducted at West High 
in the Spring term by Miss Leet, the li- 
brarian. 


Pennington and Pope Counties. The 
superintendents of Pennington and Pope 
Counties report that they are issuing reading 
certificates and diplomas . This results in 
increasing the purchase of new books as well 
as in encouraging regular reading habits 
among the pupils. What other counties 
have this plan or some definite method of 
calling attention to the value of reading? 


Pine Island. The value of the library 
service to the schools has been recognized 
by increasing the hours of opening from 24 
to 32 per week. The librarian’s salary has 
been increased accordingly on the basis of 
that of the High-School principal. 


Rochester. ‘‘Should you step into the 
Junior-Senior high school library at any time 
you would find the room filled with boys and 
girls busily getting their various lessons. 
Here the small boy in the seventh grade and 
the dignified senior meet on equal ground. 
Mary is locating Petrograd; Charles is study- 
ing the growth of New Orleans; Ross is 
learning the value of the commission plan 
of government. The library is a working 
laboratory for the entire school. Here 
the work of the classroom is related directly 
to the life of today. Not only does John 
learn what happened in Greece in the times 
of Alexander, but also about the restoration 
of King Constantine, today. 

This is the sixth year of the school library. 
Starting with a few hundred books, the li- 
brary now has over 3,000 carefully chosen 
books, magazines, and newspapers for the 
use of the students and faculty. Bulletin 


board displays and lists of books are at the 
disposal of the students at all times to stimu- 
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late further reading. A knowledge and loye 
of good books will not only supplement and 
broaden the students’ formal education, but 
will be of priceless value to them all their 
lives. Special books are also provided for 
the teachers to enable them to keep abreast 
with the latest developments in their respec. 
tive fields. 

To make the library of the greatest prac. 
tical value, intensive instruction is given 
in the ninth year, in the use of refer- 
ence books, card catalog, and the maga- 
zine indexes. By applying this knowledge 
the student learns to answer for himself 
such questions as ‘‘Find the value of the 
closed shop,”’ or ‘‘ Who is the Spanish minis- 
ter to the United States?”’ 

The library is now situated in a large, well- 
equipped room, adapted especially for li- 
brary purposes. It has a seating capacity 
of about one-tenth of the enrollment of the 
school. The first year 3,719 books were cir- 
culated; last year 11,836 books were in use. 
The real test of the school library, how- 
ever, is in its reference use. Starting with an 
average of about 80 students per day, we 
now have 440 students using the library every 
day.” 

The librarian, who has developed this 
work, is Miss Marion Baker, a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin Library School 


St. Paul—School Library Survey. The 
following have been asked by the city li- 
brarian to advise and assist him in a survey 
of the school libraries of the city and of li- 
brary service to the schools, as directed by 
the advisory library board. 

Mrs. J. G. Pyle, St. Paul Association; Mrs. 
J. E. Rounds, Federation of Women’s Clubs; 
Mrs. William Logue, Council of Mothers’ 
Clubs; L. L. Everly, assistant superintendent 
of schools; Dr. W. J. Little, principal Hum- 
boldt high school; Miss Anna M. Dickson, 
English teacher, Central high school; Miss 
Lydia Ickler, history teacher, Johnson high 
school; Miss Justine Long, principal, Van 
Buren school; Miss Anna Guthormsen, 
Douglas school, and Miss Margaret A. 
Mahoney, Gordon school. 

At the request of the librarian, Dr. John- 
ston, Miss Wood presented standards for 
school library service before a joint meeting 
of the committee with the advisory library 
board. 

St. Paul—Central. The Library at Cen- 
tral has been rearranged so that the work is 
being done to better advantage. 
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St. Paul—Humboldt. Miss Pender will 
take up her work as librarian at Humboldt 
with the opening of the spring term. 


St. Paul—Mechanic Arts. In January 
Miss Martha Skaar, Wisconsin Library 
School, began the organization of the li- 
brary at Mechanic Arts. The equipment 
js standard in every respect. The nucleus 
of the library was selected and cataloged 
by the St. Paul Public Library. 


Thief River Falls. The school at Thief 
River Falls has recently purchased two hun- 
dred library books, most of which are for 
the use of the grades. 

Miss Minnie S. Leavitt, the high school 
librarian, has given the high school pupils 
instruction in the use of the library. Each 
English class was given two lessons as a 
preparation and then one lesson in practical 
problems in the public library. The points 
emphasized were the use of the card cata- 
log, the Reader’s Guide, Who’s Who, and 
other reference books. 


LIBRARY STATISTICS 


The biennial report of the Library Di- 
vision is included in the report of the Com- 
missioner of Education and is also printed 
as a separate report including statistical 
tables of public, school and traveling li- 
braries. 

In the statistical tables, public libraries 
are grouped according to population to make 
possible more convenient comparison of sta- 
tistics. Library trustees are interested in 
comparing the reports of their libraries with 
others of similar size and the Library Di- 
vision is frequently asked what other li- 
braries are spending, and what should be 
the normal expenditure for libraries in a given 
community. This is what the committee 
on standardization is trying to arrive at. 
A minimum of 50 cents per capita has been 
given, but it is evident that this is not suffi- 
cient in the smaller communities, as the cost 
of maintenance is almost as great in a com- 
munity of 2,000 people, if the library has a 
separate building and is open every day, as 
ina community of 5,000 people. 

In a paper on Indiana minimums, read by 
Mr. W. J. Hamilton, Secretary of the Indi- 
ana Library Commission, at the midwinter 
meeting of the League of Library Commis- 
sions, he stated that $1,500 was the least 
amount on which any library could render 
an efficient service. The only solution of 
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the problem is for each community to work 
out its own budget. The cost of maintenance 
of the building, including heat, light, etc., 
is practically fixed in each community, and 
can easily be estimated, the standard for 
salaries should be that paid to teachers of 
equal training and experience in the same 
community, and the expenditure for books, 
binding and periodicals should be sufficient 
to keep the collection alive and working, 
and adapted to the needs of the community. 
In comparing expenditures it should be re- 
membered that the libraries on the Range 
are also social centers, and that the additional 
expense of these activities is included in the 
janitorial and other expenses. 

A correction should be made in the finan- 
cial report for Faribault as follows: Re- 
ceipts from taxes, $3,167.73; total receipts, 
$3,463.53. Expenditures for books, etc., 
$1,637.65; library service, $1,653.93; jani- 
torial, $25.00; other expenses, $383.46; total, 
$3,700.04. 

Attention should also be called to the fact 
that the report for the Fergus Falls library 
covered only 7% months. 


AIDS TO LIBRARIANS 


Library Primer, by J. C. Dana. A new 
edition of Dana’s Library primer has been 
published by the Library Bureau at $3. 
The new edition is enlarged to 263 pages, 
with cuts showing floor plans, equipment and 
various new blanks and forms. Three chap- 
ters of special interest to library trustees are 
‘Trustees, what they should and should not 
do,” ‘‘Rules or bylaws for a board of trus- 
tees,’’ and ‘‘ The Librarian: Note for trus- 
tees and friends of your library.’’ Other spe- 
cial features and suggestions are: 


Abolishment of the Reference depart- 
ment as such, in a small library and recom- 
mendations that all assistants should know 
the entire resources of the library; 

Description of a simplified accession re- 
cord; 

Special emphasis on the value of an ‘‘In- 
formation file,’’ with suggestions on the col- 
lection of material and filing of same; 

Ideas on library publicity, many of which 
do not involve a money expenditure; 

‘*Rules for the public’ construed to mean 
‘‘Information” rather than regulation; 

Advocating more distributing ‘‘centers,”’ 
even for small village and town libraries; 























































Emphasizing the importance of a good ¢ 
counting system in all libraries, with ex- 
amples of approved forms. 


School Library Management. A se- 
cond edition of School library management 
by Martha Wilson has been published by the 
H. W. Wilson Co. at 85 cents. It offers 
practical suggestions as to the equipment, 
organization and administration of the li- 
brary in the school. This edition contains 
more explicit directions about shelving, card 
catalog caes, periodical racks, etc., and is 
recommended to ali High school librarians. 
The original edition published by the Minne- 
sota Department of Education, is still avail- 
-able for free distribution to Minnesota li- 
braries. 


Booklist Books, 1920, is a selected list 
of about 300 choice books of the past year, 
from the point of view of the small or me- 
dium-sized library. Valuable as a check-list 
for the year’s purchases and as a guide to 
readers who want to find the best recent 
books on any subject. The Library Division 
has a sufficient quantity to send one copy 
free to every small library which does not 
receive the monthly book-list, but the list 
will be furnished only on request. Price 
35 cents per copy. Discounts on larger 
quantities. 


County Library. A very useful four-page 
leaflet with illustrations, including one of the 
Hibbing Library bus. Designed for general 
distribution to help stimulate interest in a 
county library campaign. Tells what a 
county library is, how it works and how to 
make a start. Issued by the A. L. A. Pub- 
lishing Board. 30 copies, $1.00; 100 copies, 
$3.00. The Library Division has a limited 
supply, with Minnesota imprint, which will 
be furnished to any library interested in 
planning a county library campaign as long 
as they last. 

Mending and Repair of Books. A 
fourth edition of the library handbook, com- 
piled by Margaret Wright Brown, revised 
by Gertrude Stiles. Gives specific informa- 
tion on when to bind or when to mend; 
mending supplies; ways to mend and clean; 
binding records and temporary binders. 
A. L. A. Publishing Board, 25 cents. 

Training for Librarianship. A chapter 
of the A. L. A. manual by Mary W. Plummer, 
revised by Frank K. Walter. A survey of the 
facilities for training, curricula, entrance re- 
quirements and tuition. Copy will be sent 
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to anyone in Minnesota interested in jj. 
brary training, upon application to the Lj. 
brary Division. 


PERSONAL 


Frank K. Walter has been appointed 
librarian of the University of Minnesota and 
will begin work September ist. Mr. Walter 
is a graduate of Haverford college and the 
New York State Library school, having a 
master’s degree from each institution. He 
has had a wide library experience in the 
Forbes library at Northampton, Mass.; as 
cataloger for the engineer school of applica- 
tion, U. S. Army; reference librarian jn 
Brooklyn public library and vice-director of 
the New York state library school. Recently 
he was in charge of the library and tech. 
nical information service in the General 
Motors Corporation and is now doing some 
special work in reorganization of the library 
of the University of Illinois. 


Charles F. Ebel of Faribault has been 
appointed by the governor as state librarian 
to succeed E. J. Lien. 

Miss Alice M. Dunlap, formerly assistant 
librarian, has been appointed librarian at Du- 
luth to succeed Miss Frances Earhart. 

Miss Elizabeth K. Clark resigned as 
head of the catalog depart ment of the Duluth 
public library to accept the position of head 
cataloger in the University of Idaho library 
at Moscow. 

Miss Lynne G. Worth, at one time on the 
staff of the University library, succeeds Miss 
Clark as head cataloger. 

Miss Mary R. Lucas, children’s librarian 
at Duluth, has been appointed children’s 
librarian at the public library, St. Paul, and 
will begin work April Ist. 

Miss Mabel Newhard, formerly librarian 
at Virginia, was married in Chicago January 
24th to Homer H. Wonder of Adrian, Ohio. 

Miss Minnie Bird, who has retired from 
library work at Fairmont after 25 years of 
service was given a farewell reception at the 
library. There were complimentary speeches 
by several members of the library board 
and Miss Bird was presented with 25 gold 
dollars and a bouquet of 25 carnations. The 
Travel Class also converted their regular 
meeting into a surprise party in her honor 
and presented her with a handsome bar pif 
and a fountain pen in appreciation of her 
services. Miss Bird is spending the winter 
in California. 
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